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father it is impossible to understand the son; the
younger must be dismissed in a few lines. Yet the
temptation to linger is great; among the French nobility
of the eighteenth century few characters can be found
as attractive as that of the second son, Jean Antoine,
Bailli de Mirabeau. It has justly been said that his
life was as simple, as straightforward, as full of practical
common sense, of unaffected heroism and self-sacrifice
as that of his eldest brother was artificial, pedantic,
egotistical, and confused by chimerical schemes the
offspring of an extravagant self-conceit.

Eeceived soon after his birth into the order of Malta,
he began when only thirteen his naval career on the
royal galleys. For twenty years he was almost con-
stantly engaged in active service, repeatedly wounded,
and once taken prisoner. Post-captain at thirty-three,
he was shortly afterwards appointed Governor of Guade-
loupe. On his return he might have become Minister
of Marin^ through the influence of the Abbe" de Bernis,
the friend of the Marquis of Mirabeau and of Madame
de Pompadour, had it not been known that he meditated
reforms alarming to the official world. The Marquis
made the one good investment of his life when he found
the 150,000 livres which enabled his brother to defray
for a year the expenses of the office of general of
the galleys of Malta, and thus to secure a claim to the
next good commandery vacant. In addition to this he
obtained two other benefices, and the grand-mastership
of the order appeared to be within his grasp, when,
finding that his brother wished him to come home, he
left Malta. Henceforth he lived chiefly at Mirabeau,
supplying the place of the absentee master, and